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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6-14, 20-36, 38 and 40-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent Application No. 2003/0204574 to Kupershmidt. 

a. As per claim 1, Kupershmidt teaches a system and method for configuring network 
access devices. Furthermore, Kupershmidt teaches a target device connected to a 
communication network (See page 2, paragraph [0016]); a management device configured to 
provide the target device with communication parameters via a card having a circuit (See page 2, 
paragraph [0017]), the communication parameters allowing the target device to establish 
communications over the communication network (See page 3, paragraph [0029], the subscriber 
data storage card supplies the settings and other parameters needed to establish connection 
between the Integrated access device and the subscriber management system) , the management 
device including a first card drive in which the card stores communication parameters (See page 
2, paragraph [0017], The application service provider controls a data storage card writer which 
serves to configure the data storage card); and a second card drive, accessible by the target 
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device, for reading the communication parameters stored in the card, the communication 
parameters providing the target device with network settings to communicate over the 
communication network (See page 1, paragraph [0014], the integrated access device includes a 
data storage card reader which is used to read an inserted subscribed data storage card). 

b. As per claim 12, Kupershmidt teaches a system and method for configuring network 
access devices. Furthermore, Kupershmidt teaches a method of performing an initial setting of 
communication parameters on at least one of a plurality of communications apparatuses, the 
communication parameters allowing the at least one communications apparatus to communicate 
over a network (See page 3, paragraph [0029], the subscriber data storage card supplies the 
settings and other parameters needed to establish connection between the Integrated access 
device and the subscriber management system), the method comprising: allocating the 
communication parameters to the plurality of communications apparatuses (See page 2, 
paragraph [0018]) ; programming the communication parameters onto an information recordable 
medium at a management apparatus (See page 2, paragraph [0017]).; reading the communication 
parameters from the information recordable medium at the plurality of communication 
apparatuses, wherein the plurality of communication apparatuses are located separate from the 
management apparatus, and wherein the plurality of communication apparatuses initially cannot 
access the network ; and configuring the communication parameters in the plurality of 
communication apparatuses, thereby allowing the communication apparatuses to communicate 
over the network (See page 3, paragraph [0029]). 
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c. As per claims 20 and 21, Kupershmidt teaches a communications apparatus connected to 
a network, comprising: an integrated circuit (IC) card drive for reading an IC card (See page 1, 
paragraph [0014], A data storage card reader which is used to read an inserted subscriber data 
storage card) that stores communication parameters for allowing the communications apparatus 
to establish communications over the network (See page 3, paragraph [0029], the storage card 
supplies settings and other parameters needed to establish connection and the integrated device 
and the management system), wherein the communication parameters are programmed on the IC 
card via a management apparatus separate from the communications apparatus (See page 3, 
paragraph [0027-0028]); and a processor that sets the communication parameters stored in the IC 
card in the communication apparatus (See page 2, paragraph [0018], The data storage card is and 
active data storage card including a memory and an operating system, e.g., an integrated circuit 
containing a microprocessor). 

d. As per claim 22, Kupershmidt teaches a system for setting initial communication 
parameters on a communications apparatus, wherein the communication parameters allow the 
communications apparatus to communicate over a network, comprising: means for allocating the 
communication parameters to a plurality of the communications apparatuses (See page 2, 
paragraph [0018]); means for storing the communication parameters in an information 
recordable medium having a circuit at a first network device, wherein the first network device is 
separate from the communications apparatus (See page 1, paragraph [0014]); means for reading 
the communication parameters from the information recordable medium at the communications 
apparatus (See page 1, paragraph [0014], The Integrated access device includes a data storage 
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card reader); and means for setting the communication parameters in the communications 
apparatus with the communication parameters read from the information recordable medium, 
thereby allowing the communications apparatus to communicate over a network (See page 3, 
paragraph [0029], the data storage card supplies the settings and the parameters needed to 
establish connection between the integrated access device and the management system).. 

e. As per claim 24, Kupershmidt teaches a target device, comprising: a drive configured to 
read data from an information recordable medium having a circuit, wherein the information 
recordable medium was programmed by a management device, separate from the target device, 
with communication parameters (See page 1, paragraph [0014]); and a communication port, 
operationally connected to the informational recordable medium drive, and configured to provide 
a communication path between the target device and a communication network (See page 2, 
paragraph [0023]) , wherein the communication parameters configure the target device with 
network settings allowing the target device to communicate over the communications network 
via the communication port (Seepage 2, paragraph [0018]).. 

f. As per claims 34 and 40, Kupershmidt teaches a method of setting communication 
parameters in at least one target device for communicating over a communication network, the 
method comprising: reading communication parameters from an information recordable medium 
having a circuit, the information recordable medium being programmed with at least one 
communication parameter by a management device separate from the target device (See page 1, 
paragraph [0014]); and programming at least one parameter in the target device with the at least 
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one communication parameter from the information recordable medium, thereby allowing the 
target device to communicate over the communication network (See page 3, paragraph [0029]). 

g. As per claim 2, Kupershmidt teaches the claimed invention as described above. 
Furthermore, Kupershmidt teaches wherein the communication parameters include at least one of 
an Internet protocol (IP) address (See page 2, paragraph [0026]). 

h. As per claim 3, Kupershmidt teaches the claimed invention as described above. 
Furthermore, Kupershmidt teaches wherein the second card drive writes device information 
unique to the target device onto the card, and wherein the management device reads and stores 
the device information unique to the target device from the card via the first card drive (See page 
2, paragraph [0018]). 

i. As per claim 4, Kupershmidt teaches the claimed invention as described above. 
Furthermore, Kupershmidt teaches wherein the management device writes an address of the 
management device onto the card, and the target device uses the address to communicate with 
the management device after setting the communication parameters (See page 2, paragraph 
[0022]). 

j. As per claims 6, 26 and 38, Kupershmidt teaches the claimed invention as described 
above. Furthermore, Kupershmidt teaches wherein the device information unique to the target 
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device includes at least version number of hardware and firmware used in the target device (See 
page 2, paragraph [0018]). 

k. AS per claims 7, 28 and 35, Kupershmidt teaches the claimed invention as described 
above. Furthermore, Kupershmidt teaches wherein the card is an integrated circuit card (See 
page 2, paragraph [0018]). 

1. As per claim 8, Kupershmidt teaches the claimed invention as described above. 
Furthermore, Kupershmidt teaches wherein the communication parameters encryption 
information used for communications over the network (See page 2, paragraph [0019]). 

m. As per claim 9 and 32, Kupershmidt teaches the claimed invention as described above. 
Furthermore, Kupershmidt teaches wherein the target device writes end-of-setting information 
onto the card via the second card drive after the communication parameters have been set (See 
page 1, paragraph [0014]). 

n. As per claim 10 and 33, Kupershmidt teaches the claimed invention as described above. 
Furthermore, Kupershmidt teaches wherein the management device writes end-of-storage 
information onto the card via the first card drive after storing the device information unique to 
the target device (See page 2, paragraph [0016]). 
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o. As per claim 11, Kupershmidt teaches the claimed invention as described above. 
Furthermore, Kupershmidt teaches wherein the target device comprises at least one of a hub, a 
router, and a switch (See page 2, paragraph [0016]). 

p. As per claim 13, Kupershmidt teaches the claimed invention as described above. 
Furthermore, Kupershmidt teaches wherein storing the communication parameters includes 
encrypting the communication parameters and storing the encrypted parameters in the 
information recordable medium (See page 2, paragraph [0019]), and wherein the setting the 
communication parameters includes decrypting the communication parameters so as to provide 
for reading of the communication parameters (See page 3, paragraph [0033]). 

q. As per claim 14, Kupershmidt teaches the claimed invention as described above. 
Furthermore, Kupershmidt teaches wherein setting the communication parameters is executed on 
shipping a communications apparatus (See page 3, paragraph [0029]). 

r. As per claims 23 and 27, Kupershmidt teaches the claimed invention as described above. 
Furthermore, Kupershmidt teaches wherein the communication parameters include at least one of 
encryption information (See page 3, paragraph [0027]). 

s. As per claim 25, Kupershmidt teaches the claimed invention as described above. 
Furthermore, Kupershmidt teaches wherein the drive stores device information unique to the 
target device in the information recordable medium, and wherein the management device reads 
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the device information unique to the target device from tile information recordable medium and 
stores the device information unique to the target device (See page 2, paragraph [0018]). 

t. As per claims 29 and 42, Kupershmidt teaches the claimed invention as described above. 
Furthermore, Kupershmidt teaches wherein the communication parameters include at least one of 
an Internet protocol (IP) address (See page 2, paragraph [0026]). 

v. As per claims 36 and 41, Kupershmidt teaches the claimed invention as described above. 
Furthermore, Kupershmidt teaches wherein the at least one communication parameter is 
encrypted and wherein the method further comprises decrypting at least one communication 
parameter (See page 3, paragraph [0027]). 

w. As per claim 30, Kupershmidt teaches the claimed the invention as described above. 
Furthermore, Kupershmidt teaches wherein the management device programs an address of the 
management device on the information recordable medium along with the communications 
parameters, and the: target device uses the address to communicate with the management device 
over the communication network after the communication parameters configure the target device 
(See page 3, paragraph [0029]). 

x. As per claim 31 , Kupershmidt teaches wherein the target device, while communicating 
with the management device, transmits device information unique to the target device to the 
management device (See page 3, paragraph [0034]). 
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3. Claims 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 
6,654797 to Kamper. 

a. As per claims 16, Kamper teaches an apparatus and method for server configuration 
using a removable storage device. Furthermore, Kamper teaches a method of performing an 
initial setting of a plurality of communication parameters on a communications apparatus, the 
plurality of communication parameters allowing the communications apparatus to communicate 
over a network, the method comprising: determining the number of communications apparatuses 
connected to the network (See col. 5, lines 20-25); programming at least one of the plurality of 
communication parameters in at least one of the communications apparatuses via an information 
recordable medium programmed with the plurality of communication parameters (See col. 5, 
lines 65-67 and col. 6, lines 1-5)); creating a list comprising a plurality of pairs of 
communication apparatuses and a selected set of the plurality of communication parameters; and 
storing the list on the information recordable medium (See col. 7, lines 1-27) 

b. As per claim 17, Kamper teaches the claimed invention as described above. Furthermore, 
Kamper teaches wherein the communication parameters include security information for 
identifying a user of the communications apparatus (See col. 4, lines 5-25). 
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c. As per claim 18, Kamper teaches the claimed invention as described above. Furthermore, 
Kamper teaches setting device information unique to the communications apparatus, wherein the 
list of pairs has device information unique to each communications apparatus included in the list 
of pairs (See col. 3, lines 15-35). 

d. As per claim 19, Kamper teaches an apparatus and method for server configuration using 
a removable storage device. Furthermore, Kamper teaches a program storage device that 
includes a program executing a method of performing an initial setting of communication 
parameters on a communications apparatus, the communication parameters allowing the 
communications apparatus to establish communications over a network, the method comprising: 
determining the number of the communications apparatuses connected respectively to the 
network and a plurality of subnetworks (See col. 5, lines 20-25); programming specific 
communication parameters from the program storage device in a specific communications 
apparatus; automatically setting the communication parameters corresponding to the 
communications apparatuses other than the specific communications apparatus (See col. 5, lines 
65-67 and col 6, lines 1-5); creating a list of pairs of communications apparatuses and the 
communication parameters set on the communication apparatuses; and storing the list of pairs on 
the program storage device (See col. 7, lines 1-27). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 5, 15, 37 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent Application No. 2003/0204574 to Kupershmidt in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,286038 
to Reichmeyer et al. 

a. As per claim 15, Kupershmidt teaches a method of setting management parameters in a 
device, comprising: storing device information unique to a target device connected to a network 
in an information recordable medium, including a circuit, at the target device (See page 1, 
paragraph [0014]]). However, Kupershmidt failed to teach allowing a management device that 
manages the target device via the network to read data from the information recordable medium 
and store the read data including the information unique to the target device. 

Reichmeyer et al teaches a method and apparatus for remotely configuring a network 
device. Furthermore, Reichmeyer et al teaches a management device that manages the target 
device via the network to read data from the information recordable medium and store the read 
data including the information unique to the target device (See col. 4, lines 44-50). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate a management device that manages the target device via the network to 
read data from the information recordable medium and store the read data including the 
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information unique to the target device as taught by Reichmeyer et al in the claimed invention of 
Kupershmidt in order for the network devices to propagate information to the central server (See 
col. 7, lines 43-46). 

b. As per claim 5, Kupershmidt teaches the claimed invention as described above. 
However, Kupershmidt teaches wherein the target device, when communicating with the 
management device, transmits the device information unique to the target device to the 
management device, and wherein the management device stores the received device information 
unique to the target device. 

Reichmeyer et al teaches a method and apparatus for remotely configuring a network 
device. Furthermore, Reichmeyer et al teaches wherein the target device, when communicating 
with the management device, transmits the device information unique to the target device to the 
management device, and wherein the management device stores the received device information 
unique to the target device (See col. 4, lines 44-50). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate wherein the target device, when communicating with the management 
device, transmits the device information unique to the target device to the management device, 
and wherein the management device stores the received device information unique to the target 
device as taught by Reichmeyer et al in the claimed invention of Kupershmidt in order for the 
network devices to propagate information to the central server (See col. 7, lines 43-46). 
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c. As per claim 37, Kupershmidt teaches the claimed invention as described above. 
However, Kupershmidt failed to teach storing device information unique to the target device in 
the information recordable medium, reading the device information unique to the target device 
from the information recordable medium at the management device, and storing the device 
information unique to the target device in the management device. 

Reichmeyer et al teaches storing device information unique to the target device in the 
information recordable medium, reading the device information unique to the target device from 
the information recordable medium at the management device, and storing the device 
information unique to the target device in the management device (See col. 4, lines 44-50). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate storing device information unique to the target device in the information 
recordable medium, reading the device information unique to the target device from the 
information recordable medium at the management device, and storing the device information 
unique to the target device in the management device as taught by Reichmeyer et al in the 
claimed invention of Kupershmidt in order for the network devices to propagate information to 
the central server (See col. 7, lines 43-46). 

j. As per claim 38, Kupershmidt in view of Reichmeyer et al teaches the claimed invention 
as described above. Furthermore, Kupershmidt teaches wherein the device information unique to 
the target device includes at least version number of hardware and firmware used in the target 
device (See page 2, paragraph [0018]). 



Application/Control Number: 10/056,820 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2141 

d. As per claim 39, Kupershmidt teaches the claimed invention as described above. 
However, Kupershmidt failed to teach wherein the management device programs an address of 
the management device on the information recordable medium along with the communication 
parameters, the method further comprising communicating over the communication network to 
the management device using the address of the management device. 

Reichmeyer et al teaches wherein the management device programs an address of the 
management device on the information recordable medium along with the communication 
parameters, the method further comprising communicating over the communication network to 
the management device using the address of the management device (See col. 4, lines 40-60). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate wherein the management device programs an address of the 
management device on the information recordable medium along with the communication 
parameters, the method further comprising communicating over the communication network to 
the management device using the address of the management device as taught by Reichmeyer et 
al in the claimed invention of Kupershmidt in order for the network devices to propagate 
information to the central server (See col. 7, lines 43-46). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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U.S. Patent No. 6,192,436 to Jacobson et al teaches a system and method for 
configuration of Electronic devices using a smart card, which have configuration data stored 
therein. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Djenane M Bayard whose telephone number is (571) 272-3878. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday 5:30 AM- 3:00 PM.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on (571) 272-3880. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Djenane Bayard 
Patent Examiner 
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